Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Morgan, Carter, Wilson, R. Brown, Ferraro, and R. Gaffney:


RESOLUTION 2017-363
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE LIFE AND LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENTS OF JSO LIEUTENANT LAKESHA BURTON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
surmounting adversities and hurdles in our lives  merits admiration and awe, particularly when personal courage transforms anguish into a determined will to succeed and flourish;  and 
WHEREAS,
subjected to unimaginable abuse by a stepfather at an early age, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Lakesha Burton’s heart was broken, when at age 15, she gave birth to a son and the doctor said “I’m sure I’ll see you again next year at the same time”; and

WHEREAS,
spurned by that hurtful, caustic assessment of her future, Lakesha Burton resolved that she would prove the doctor wrong, that her heart wrenching plight would pivot into brighter, more promising days; and
WHEREAS,
Lieutenant Burton credited the care and encouragement of her Wolfson High School principal and guidance counselor and playing basketball on the high school team and on the Police Athletic League’s team with enabling her to subdue pain and pursue life’s rewards; and

WHEREAS,
faith and basketball were instrumental in Lieutenant Burton finding peace; she attended a revival with her high school basketball coach and was so moved that she accepted Christ and promised God that if he would change her life and alleviate her pain she would devote the rest of her life working to serve others; and
WHEREAS, in 1993, she won the Duval County School Board’s Turnaround Student Award, won both the homecoming and prom queen crowns, graduated on time with a 3.0 GPA and received a full basketball scholarship to the University of Central Florida to pursue a degree in Criminal Justice; and
WHEREAS,
in 1999, Lakesha Burton became a police officer so she could be an advocate for victims of crime, especially children; in 2006, she became JSO’s fourth African American police sergeant and in 2013 was promoted to lieutenant, earning the honor of being only the second African American police officer to earn this rank; today, she is the Executive Director of PAL, the first female and African American in PAL’s 44-year history to hold the position; and

WHEREAS,
Lieutenant Lakesha Burton’s life and career amply demonstrate the power of faith, courage and perseverance in surmounting adversity and triumphing against formidable odds; she admirably utilized those attributes and we recognize and honor her courageous life;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor Lieutenant Lakesha Burton for her courageous life and lifetime achievements and wishes her continued successes in the years ahead. She truly is an inspiration to all.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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